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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Introduction 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. 
People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is 

another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are  
fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory 

of God.  
   THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   THE PRELUDE    Here I Am To W orship     See Insert 
 
* THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, 
our wellspring of life 
Amen. 
 
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our 
hearts, let us confess our sin.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or  
indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist 
your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our 
faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your  
lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
* Please stand as you are able 
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God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are mine.”  
In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children 
of God. 
Amen. 
 
THE GATHERING SONG:     See Insert 
     Jericho  
 
*   THE GREETING       

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
*  THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be  
written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that,  
comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold 
fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
1 All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before 
the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the 
law of Moses, which the Lඈඋൽ had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, 
the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on 
the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the 
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in 
the presence of the men and the women and those who could  
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the 
book of the law. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lඈඋൽ, 
the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”  
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lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the Lඈඋൽ with their faces to the ground. 8 So they read from the book, 
from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the  
governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught 
the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lඈඋൽ your 
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard 
the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the 
fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lඈඋൽ; and do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the Lඈඋൽ is your strength.” 

 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
Psalm: Psalm 19 
 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
4 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the  
       ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5 It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs  
       about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its  
       burning heat.  
7 The teaching of the Lඈඋൽ is perfect and revives the soul; the  
       testimony of the Lඈඋൽ is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
8 The statutes of the Lඈඋൽ are just and rejoice the heart; the  
       commandment of the Lඈඋൽ is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lඈඋൽ is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lඈඋൽ are true and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine 
       gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them  
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      not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and 
      innocent of a great offense. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
      acceptable in your sight, O Lඈඋൽ, my strength and  
          my redeemer.  
 
Meditation Song:  Lord I Need You  See Insert 
 
 Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12: 12-31 
 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit.  14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of 
many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell 
be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one 
of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would 
the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again 
the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 
and those members of the body that we think less honorable we 
clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our more respectable  
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body,  
giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be 
no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same 
care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of 
it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, 
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.  
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? 31a But strive for the greater gifts.  
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The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
*  THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Sung  page  #151 
 

C:  Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eter-
nal life. Alleluia. 

   P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 4th chapter.  
   C: Glory to you, O Lord!   
 

Gospel: Luke 4:14-21 
 
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and 
a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He  
began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.  16 
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.” 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the  
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 
him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been  
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord!  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
GOOD NEWS 101   
 

THE SERMON 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:      See Insert
    Your Grace is Enough 
 
* THE APOSTLES’ CREED        page 217  
  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With the Spirit if Christ shinning upon us, let us boldly pray for 
the church, the world, and all of creation 
 

God of Grace,  
Hear our prayer 

 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

THANKSGIVING 
  OFFERING 
  SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
· THE OFFERTORY: Give Thanks 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. Give thanks 
with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks be-
cause he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. And now let the weak say, 
“I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the 
Lord has done for us And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let 
the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for 
us. Give thanks! 
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 *  THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD:  

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you  
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give 
us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be  
honor and glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*  THE LORD’S PRAYER    page 221 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
         forever and ever. Amen.  

 
SENDING 

* BLESSING 
The Spirit of the triune God 
☩ bless you with joy, 
anoint you with compassion, 
and send you in love. 
Amen. 

 
 * THE SENDING SONG:    See Insert 

This is Amazing Grace  
  
*   THE DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Live in Hope 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Serving Today:  January 26, 2025 
Acolyte:  Allyson Schmalz 

Lector: Bonnie Mazza 
Usher: Steve Anderson & Lynn Haab 

Musicians:  Voices That Reign 
Sound System: Bonnie Mazza 

 
Serving Next Week: February 2 

Communion Assistant:  Lynn Haab  
Acolyte: TBD 

Lector: Lynn Haab 
Ushers:  Chris & Nicole Rodig 

Musician:  Danny Allen and Youth Choir   
Sound System: Laura Poethke 

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY 
 

Today  9:00AM Sunday School 
   10:00AM Worship 
Monday 7:00-9:00pm Burlington Entertainers  
Wednesday 5:00—7:00PM Sisters of Sobriety 
Friday  7:00—10:00PM AA 
Saturday 6:00pm Soup Supper  
Next Sunday:   9:00AM Sunday School 
   10:00AM  Worship & Birthday Fellowship 
    

10 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PLEASE CALL the church office (609-387-1202) whenever a    
family member, neighbor, or friend who is a member of Holy 
Trinity is hospitalized or moves from one hospital to another. Due 
to stricter privacy laws, hospitals do not notify the church when a 
member is  admitted to the hospital and keep us informed of    
hospitalizations so Pastor Haab can visit and keep people in our 
prayers.  
 
 SUNDAY MORNING: 9am Sunday School & Worship 10AM  
every Sunday. 
 
MORE INFORMATION: on these and other  upcoming  
worship times and events can be found on the church Facebook 
page  HolyTrinityBT and the church website: 
ww.holytrinityelc.org  
 

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME:  Have you ever  thought about 
joining one of our worship teams.  We are always looking for new 
people to help usher, read, help with communion or acolyte.  
Please see Bonnie Mazza if you are interested. 
 
FOOD PANTRY:  Our  food pantry is open the third Sunday 
of each month.  We are in need a few people to come and take  
inventory of what we have left so we can restock.  If you are able 
to help out please call the office.  
 
END OF YEAR FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:  If you want a 
2024 year-end financial statement of your donations, please email 
Hank Bariexca at:  htelctreasurer@gmail.com or call the Church 
office at (609) 387-1202 with your request. If you don't supply an 
email address the statements will be left in the Narthex for you to 
pick up.  

 
COUNTERS NEEDED:  We are looking for   
volunteers to help count offering on Monday  
mornings around 10am.  If you would like to  
volunteer for this ministry please reach out to  
Bonnie in the office to schedule a day and time to  

            help out.   
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Mark your calendars for the first  
Sunday school special event of 2025:  

Saturday,  February 1st  
 

Our young people will meet at 2:00PM to prepare a 
shared meal for the congregation.  

 
 Families and friends are invited to enjoy the fruits of 

our labor at 6:00PM.  See you there! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Trinity has accepted our  Bishop’s  
challenge from our Synod to go green.  We are 
returning to the use of glass communion cups 
and products that are biodegradable.   
 
We are asking for members of the church to 

bring in one coffee mug each to help us stop using so many paper 
cup products. These mugs will be put out for fellowship events.  
 
 Another step the church is looking into is replacing our hallway 
water fountain with a water bottle filling station.  This would  
encourage our members and staff to bring a bottle and fill it up.  
This would help cut the cost and recycling of store bought plastic 
water containers.  
 
SOUPER SUNDAY is coming! We invite everyone to br ing in 
a can of soup and $1.00 to vote for the team you hope will win 
the Super Bowl on February 9! Start your Pre-game with Wor-
ship at 10:00 AM! 
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